Regent Neighborhood Association
Board Meeting

October 28, 2025 6-715p

via Zoom

Attendees: John Schlaefer, Ron Rosner, Ronnie Hess, Mary Sarnowski, Sam Crownover, Stacy Schuman,
Charlie Peters, Megan Pohl, Shiva Bidar, Mary Czynszak-Lyne

Neighbors: Joyce Knutson, Pat McQuiddy

Review and approval of September 16, 2025 minutes: Motion to approve was made by R. Hess, seconded by S.
Bidar. Motion passed.

Elected officials report: Alder Vidaver’s report, please see at end of minutes.

President’s report: S. Crownover has not heard any feedback on the RNA sponsored business/neighborhood
weekend event. Motion to donate $500.00 each to Second Harvest and River Food Pantry, make a $500.00
contribution to Randall/Franklin Schools and 35 gift cards of $100.00 each for Regent Coop Market (one per
household) to support those with food insecurity from the Regent neighborhood from November 1-27, 2025
was made by S. Bidar, seconded by M. Czynszak-Lyne. Motion passed. Discussion regarding offering awards for
Winter Holiday Celebration, S. Crownover, M. Sarnowski and R. Hess offered to serve on a committee to make
nominations and create categories.

New business: S. Crownover, R. Hess and M. Sarnowski reported on the need for a newsletter policy regarding
elected officials submitting articles for the RNA newsletter. Topic was tabled until a written policy is developed
for review. Discussion regarding new member category of membership “Friend”. Topic was tabled to explore
any needed bylaws change and develop policy language. Bike path safety strategies will be on the next RNA
agenda.

Treasurer’s report: J. Schlaefer reported on the budget. He is proposing a change to the RNA bylaws regarding
the RNA fiscal year. RNA should change Section IV, Subsection C (1) of the Bylaws to decide the meeting
schedule at the January board meeting each year, and Section IV, Subsection C (7) to reflect a budget cycle of

January 1 to December 31, in order to synchronize those sections with the newly suggested start date for the
annual membership drive of January 1.

Making these changes should make financial reporting easier by putting our records more in sync with the
bank.

7. Prepare an annual budget with a Fiscal year running from July 1 through June 30; for January 1 through
December 31 of each year; approve all expenditures; review and approve the accounts of the treasurer
quarterly; and establish accounting procedures as it may deem necessary.

Committee reports:
*4th of July: no report.

*School Relations: no report.

*Membership: please see below.

*Communications: please see below.

*Development and Preservation: no report.

*Transportation: please see below.

*University Relations: M. Czynszak-Lyne reported the Mayor’s Office is reviewing City Boards and Committees.
Joint Campus Area Committee (JCAC) is impacted by this process. Motion to retain the “one quarter mile of
the campus boundary for initiated infrastructure and development projects, and private sector development



projects, inside the campus boundary with in a one quarter mile of the campus boundary” [retain original
language JCAC 33.32 (5)(b)], was made by S. Bidar, seconded by R. Hess.
*Sustainability: no report.

Elected Official report: Alder Vidaver

Construction:

*N Franklin is mostly complete. There were some concerns about the removal of the island at the corner with
Regent St. Engineering noted that will be re-evaluated when S Franklin is planned. There may be different
traffic engineering solutions that will better improve safety at that intersection. The S Franklin reconstruction
project is planned for 2027. Neighborhood meetings will take place next year.

*Virginia Terrace will be reconstructed next year. Anticipate a public meeting in January.
*The Midvale Blvd. resurfacing project is currently on hold. This project is likely to be delayed.

Alcohol licenses:

*7-Eleven at University and Walnut - ALRC recommended to grant with the following conditions:

1. The establishment shall not sell, dispense or give away fermented malt beverages in the original
container in amounts less than the amount contained in a six pack of 12 ounce bottles or cans. This is only
applicable to fermented malt beverages which fall into the following categories of brands: Domestic Premium,
Domestic Sub-Premium (which includes Value and Economy brands), Malt Liquor & similarly situated
imported brands.

2. Flavored malt beverages containing up to 6% alcohol by volume may not be sold, dispensed or given
away in the original container in amounts less than a four pack of 12 ounce bottles or cans. Flavored malt
beverages containing over 6% alcohol by volume may not be sold, dispensed or given away in the original
container in amounts less than a six pack of 12-ounce bottles or cans.

3. The establishment shall not sell, dispense or give away flavored fortified wines in the original
container with an alcohol content of more than 12.5% alcohol by volume, where spirits have been added to the
wine that have not been produced from the same fruit as the wine, for consumption off the licensed premises.
This prohibition shall not apply to any other wine product as defined by Wisconsin State Statute §125.02(22).
4. Sales of alcohol shall be limited to beer, wine, cider, and fermented malt beverages only.

This will be part of the agenda on tonight's Common Council meeting
*Osteria Novella - license granted

Parking:
I've been working with city staff on potential solutions to increase parking availability on Speedway. Please stay
tuned.

Budget:

The finance committee met last night and finalized amendments to the Executive Budget. With those
amendments, the City will be up against the Expenditure Restraint limit: https://www.lwm-
info.org/821/Expenditure-Restraint-ProgramThis is a state-imposed limit on municipalities that restricts us
from raising expenses year-over-year beyond the consumer price index. This is the first year Madison will be so
close to this limit. Nonetheless, this year's budget is the lowest property tax rate increase in 40 years. The full
capital and operating budgets will be considered by the Council beginning November 11.

Please let me know if any questions arise.


https://www.lwm-info.org/821/Expenditure-Restraint-Program
https://www.lwm-info.org/821/Expenditure-Restraint-Program

Membership: Submitted by Jane McCarthy. First, I'd like to thank you board members for making this such a
vibrant and active neighborhood association! Second, I have a suggestion to potentially bring in new members.
The website currently jumps into Sign Up Now mode when “Membership” is clicked. I feel it may be more
effective to preface that with short, quick-read bullet points offering reasons to join. I know I like that in a
website and if I get a popup that says Join Now immediately ... well, I tend to not do that. Third, I was tasked
with asking the parents in our current directory’s Young People for Hire section how that is working for them.
We got great replies!

“My kids have been able to gain work experience and form relationships with neighbors they would have never
have met otherwise.”

“Yes, we have been contacted a few times. Our son has a permanent shoveling and mowing job for a couple in
the neighborhood. It was definitely worth it for him/us.”

“About three years ago, a neighbor found my daughter's name listed in the RNA directory as a potential pet
sitter, and did indeed contact us. My daughter still takes care of this neighbor's cats when she is out of town.
My daughter would love to have more pet sitting and babysitting opportunities, but I do not know if many are
using the resource. I wish people did.”

Seizing on that last reply, I hope that the board would consider highlighting Young Workers for Hire in a
newsletter. I asked the pet sitters’ mom and she was all for it, and added that her daughter would like a venue
to promote her services: “Zoey, and other children, could also write a paragraph, or shorter, about themselves
that would introduce who they are, interests etc. and submit to RNA for a future publication?”

That said, it may get into tricky territory what with minors and stranger danger and such. Sad but true. I leave
it up to the Board and its newsletter specialists if this is a good idea. Happy to write a piece as advised!

My last idea is for me to try to connect with other neighborhood associations to see what has worked for them
to gain interest and memberships. If any of you know any of them, please spill the tea! Thanks.

Meeting with Sam & Jane 10/28 — Goals for Membership
Why join? What are the benefits? Put on website

Welcome packets to realtors and new members, special deals from businesses (Four Corners/Highland/Univ.)?
Invite renters to feel more welcome, renters campaign, newsletter article with testimonials
Directory information/database redundancy

Should we invite the small neighborhood at the end of ours to join?
Dale - ask about the neighborhood association, Tracy Hahn

Home tour for RNA

Communications: Submitted by M. Sarnowski. The November edition of the RNA newsletter should be arriving
in mailboxes any day now, if it hasn’t already. You may remember, we mail 1,900 quarterly newsletters to all
households and businesses within the Regent neighborhood and to businesses in adjacent areas, such as Monroe
St. and University Ave.

The deadline for the February newsletter is January 7, 2026.

The 2025 directory is still in production. I anticipate sending it to the printer on Monday, November 3. It
usually takes at least a week to print and bind it. The directories are delivered to Pat and she adds stickers to
each one with the recipient’s address and then puts together a team to hand deliver them to paid RNA members
and all directory advertisers.



I still have to determine how many directories I'm going to order. It'll be the total of paid members (households
and businesses) + directory advertisers + extra directories.

How many extra directories would we like.

Transportation: Submitted by C. Peters. Continue to work on West High School teachers and staff parking
issue. City Attorneys determined that they could not provide a special permit for teachers and staff, which
conflicts with the attorney of our state congress person. Continue to work with Regina to expand parking time
limits on Speedway, allow for parking on Regent St west of the High School, and some other options. No
change at present, which forces many teachers to move cars every couple hours and to circle nearby blocks
looking for space to park for 2 additional hours.

Ongoing concerns with safety issues for pedestrians and bicyclists at the Farley/University intersection. I still
need to talk with city staff about possible options.

Franklin and Stevens resurfacing project: Stevens St finished, Franklin St is very close to being finished,
drivable but not lined.

Ongoing concerns with speeds of electric scooters, e-bikes, and bicycles on the Southwest path. Suggest that a
speed limit of 15 mph on the busiest sections of the path (from beltline through the city) might provide a partial
solution.

Plan to meet tomorrow with George Hall (former RNA board president and urban planner) about RNA
transportation issues.

Adjourned at 732p without objection.

Respectfully submitted.
Mary Czynszak-Lyne
October 29, 2025



