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Please Join Us at the RNA Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, May 19, 7:00 p.m. at  

the InnTowner, 2424 Univerity Avenue

Guest Speaker—Susan Carpenter on 
“Gardening with Native Plants” 

Susan Carpenter is the Native Plant Garden curator and 
gardener at the University of Wisconsin–Madison Arboretum. 
Since 2003, she has worked with students and community 
volunteers to maintain and monitor a four-acre garden 
representing the plant communities of southern Wisconsin. 
She also leads a conservation project that involves students 
and the public in documenting and studying native bumble 
bees, including the endangered rusty-patched bumble bee, 
Bombus affinis. A graduate of Stanford University, Carpenter 
earned her MS in Botany and MS in Science Education 
at UW–Madison. Her professional interests include plant 
ecology, ecological restoration, pollinator conservation, and 
science education.

Susan Carpenter 
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A Note from the President 

Hello Neighbors,

Spring is here and we’ve lined up a 
fantastic speaker for our May annual 
meeting that you won’t want to miss! 
Susan Carpenter, Native Plant Garden 
curator at the UW–Madison Arboretum. 
Her talk, Gardening with Native Plants, 
was inspired by your feedback in last 
year’s RNA survey. Susan will share 
how native plants create sustainable, 
vibrant gardens that support 
pollinators, beneficial insects, and 
wildlife—without fertilizers, pesticides, 
mowing, or extra watering. Expect 
beautiful examples, plant sources, and 
practical tips you can use right away. See page 1.

At the meeting, we’ll also ask for your approval to shift our 
fiscal year to align with the calendar year. This change will 
simplify membership tracking and help us publish the directory 
earlier. Once approved, we’ll invite you to join or renew early 
in the year—so mark your calendar to do so by July Fourth 
as we launch this new approach. We’re also seeking a School 
Relations chair. If you have a student in your family and want 
to help connect our neighborhood with local schools, it’s a 
small commitment with a big impact—we’d love your help.

And speaking of July Fourth, plans are underway for another 
lively neighborhood celebration! Look forward to expanded brat 
tent options, the return of the Chocolate Shoppe truck, and 
favorite traditions like the parade, Rag Tag Band, games, and 
the egg toss. Keep an eye on the listserv for ways to pitch in. 
It’s one of the best chances we have to gather and celebrate our 
community—I’ll see you there!

—Sam

Samantha Crownover, President
Regent Neighborhood Association

RNA Board President 
Samantha Crownover

Regent Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 5655
Madison, WI 53705

Officers
President  
Samantha Crownover  
samanthacrownover@sbcglobal.net

Vice President / Newsletter Editor 
Ronnie Hess 
rlhess@wisc.edu 

Secretary / UW Relations Chair 
Mary Czynszak-Lyne  
mary.czynszaklyne@wisc.edu

Treasurer  
John Schlaefer 
RNAtreasurer@yahoo.com

Board Members
Business Chair 
Tom Sakash  
tsakash29@gmail.com 

Communications Chair 
Mary Sarnowski  
sarnowski@mac.com 

Development & Preservation Chair  
Stacy Schuman 
stacyschuman125@gmail.com

July 4th Chair, 2026 
Samantha Crownover

Membership Chair 
Jane McCarthy 
janecatherineclare@gmail.com

Directory Chair 
Pat McQuiddy 
patmcquiddy@yahoo.com

School Relations Chair 
OPEN

Sustainability Chair 
Eric Wiesman  
SustainableRNA@gmail.com

Transportation Chair 
Charlie Peters 
capeters53@gmail.com

Board Members At Large 
Ron Rosner  
rosner7@charter.net

Shiva Bidar  
shivabidar@tds.net

Upcoming RNA Board Meetings
• May 19, 2026 (see page 1)

• June 23, 2026

The Regent Neighborhood Association Board typically meets 
the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. either in person 
at the Best Western InnTowner at 2424 University Avenue or 
online via the ZOOM link provided by the president on the RNA 
listserv. (See page 2 for how to join the listserv.) Please check 
regentneighborhood.org for updates. These meetings are open 
to the public and agenda items are solicited through the RNA 
listserv or can be emailed to samanthacrownover@sbcglobal.net
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City of Madison Permits: 
What, when, and how?
If you’ve ever needed to get 
a new roof on your house, or 
build a deck, you might know 
that you need a building 
permit to do so. But what 
else in Madison requires a 
permit? When do you need 
one? How do you go about 
getting one? This article aims 
to serve as a primer.

Residential Permits
Your first stop in search 
of whether you need a permit for your project or 
activity should be this website: cityofmadison.com/
development-services-center/permits

This site shows a chart of 
permits required, including 
for additions, basement or 
bathroom alterations, door 
or window replacements, and 
building or demolishing a 
garage. You also need a permit 
to have bees or chickens (up to 
eight, but no roosters!), or to add 
solar panels to your house. City 
staff have worked to streamline 
the permitting process as 
much as possible, but there 
may still be opportunities 
for improvement. If you have 
questions about the permit 
you’re seeking, please contact 
BInspection@cityofmadison.com 
or call 608-266-4551 ext. 3.

Tourist Rooming Houses (aka 
AirBnB/VRBO)
Madison has taken a proactive 
approach to retaining our 
housing stock for our residents. 
As a result, we have tight 
regulations for the ability of 
residents to provide short-term 
rentals of their dwellings. First 
and foremost, you must obtain 
a ZTRHP permit: cityofmadison.com/dpced/building-
inspection/zoning-signs/trh/apply 

This permit allows you to rent a room or space in 
your residence year-round, or your entire residence 
for up to 30 days per licensing period (July 1–June 

30). You will also need a license to operate a tourist 
rooming house from Public Health Madison Dane 
County: https://publichealthmdc.com/businesses-
licensing/places-to-stay as well as a permit to charge 
Transient Room Tax: cityofmadison.com/finance/
treasury/transient-room-tax

Anyone who offers a short-term rental of their 
residence without receiving the necessary permits 
can be cited. If you have concerns about a neighbor 
running an un-licensed short-term rental, please use 
the City’s Report a Problem website: cityofmadison.
com/reportaproblem/

Street Usage
Terrace: Let’s say you want to add some paving 
stones to your terrace, plant a rain garden, or re-do 
your driveway apron. These activities all occur in the 
right of way, and are therefore subject to a permitting 

process. Please follow directions 
at this site: cityofmadison.com/
engineering/permits/street-
terrace-permit

Make sure never to allow 
materials to conceal water or 
sewer access, or plantings that 
overhang a sidewalk, or restrict 
visibility of cars, particularly at 
intersections.

Excavate in the Right of 
Way:  Any utility work done 
on the terrace, sidewalk, 
or in the street requires a 
permit to excavate in the 
right of way. These permits 
are required prior to work 
being undertaken by any 
property owner or developer: 
https://www.cityofmadison.
com/engineering/permits/
excavation-in-the-right-of-way-
permit 

Street use: Block parties are 
wonderful opportunities to 
bring neighborhoods together 
and build community. If you 
want to block off the street 

for the event, you’ll need a Street Use Permit: 
cityofmadison.com/SpecialEvents/StreetEvents/
index.cfm. Be sure to follow all the steps in the 
permitting process, and get the application in at least 
30 days in advance of the event.  

Alder Report—District 5

Alder Regina Vidaver
Photo:Jeanine Schneider

(continued on page 8)

Phasing out Planned  
Developments (PDs)
City staff have identified Planned 
Developments (PDs) as an impediment 
to our government efficiency goals. 
When a residence or commercial 
property is part of a PD, staff have 
to find the original documentation 
for the project and attempt to contact 
the people originally involved to get 
permission to make modifications 
to the property. This process can be 
quite lengthy, costly to the property 
owner, and can inhibit the ability to 
grant appropriate permits to make 
the desired changes. Because of these 
challenges, the City is undertaking 
a project to significantly reduce PDs 
in our residential zoning code. See 
cityofmadison.com/dpced/building-
inspection/zoning-signs/pd-rezoning 
for more information on this project. 
Property owners with buildings zoned 
as PD in residential districts will be 
receiving mailings this spring to work 
on re-zoning their properties.
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Welcome to Our New Advertisers—

Available in large print paperback at your favorite bookstore

What  
happened  

to the  
chair  

Bobby  
Knight  
tossed  

in 1985? 

This is  
her  

story.

Join the RNA Google Group— 
For latest in the Regent Neighborhood's news and conversations, join our Google Group by going to 
groups.google.com/group/regentneighborhoodassn 
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Dane County Board Report—District 11
Thank you for entrusting me 
once again to represent you 
as District 11 Supervisor. I 
take this role very seriously, 
recognize it’s a privilege to 
make policy and funding 
decisions for our community, 
and recommit to serving you 
with empathy, compassion, 
and pragmatism for the next 
two years. [Editor—Supervisor 
Andrae ran unopposed in the 
Spring 2026 elections, as did 
Supervisor Jay Brower.]

Over that period, the County will be focused on our 
2027 budget deficit, which is estimated to be $31 
million (of a total operating budget around $825 
million). This deficit is structural and not a one-time 
problem. We mitigated the challenges in 2026 by 
eliminating vacant positions, requiring a mandatory 
1% pay cut for staff, and implementing a hiring 
freeze. You may be surprised to learn this is not 
related to federal funding cuts. In fact, our deficit is 
a pretty simple math equation—increasing expenses 
and declining local revenues. In particular, 

• �Sales tax growth began slowing in 2023 which has 
persisted 

• �Investment income has plateaued 

• �The county-wide budget for health insurance for 
2026 is $77.7 million and that will be increasing by 
11% to 35% annually, depending on the plan type 
(probably not unlike your own household insurance 
budget)

The County also added 270+ new positions (about 
a 10% increase) since 2022 to provide essential 
programs and services. Under Wisconsin's levy limit 
statute, the County is constrained in its ability 
to increase property taxes for general operations 
to the percentage increase in equalized value 
that results from new construction. Since 2021, 
the operating levy increase has averaged $3.26 
million annually – far below what we’re seeing in 
rising expenses. If this entire amount were spread 
across County departments based on their current 
General Purposes Revenue (GPR, or general tax 
dollar) allocation, it would require across-the-board 
GPR reductions of 9.3%, or 241 FTE (or full-time 
employees). As we tackle these budget challenges, I’m 
focused on maintaining essential services, thinking 
creatively about where we can work differently across 
local jurisdictions to maximize efficiencies. We will 
need to make challenging decisions about programs 

that are not optimized or showing meaningful 
impacts. 

Aside from the budget, there are several other 
interesting issues you may want to track. Right now, 
the County is exploring a public-private-partnership 
(PPP, or P3) where a private entity would pay for 
the re-development of the Coliseum at the Alliant 
Energy Center (AEC), which is a county facility, and 
then there would be shared incentives and cost-
sharing structures regarding events hosted there, 
but the county would maintain ownership of the 
site. The exact details of that arrangement are being 
negotiated now, and once that concludes then the 
County Board will have an opportunity to vote on the 
negotiated contract.  Learn more about the big AEC 
redevelopment here, aecstudy.danecounty.gov/. 

We continue to prepare for any potential ICE 
enforcement activities in Dane County, and 
emergency management, social services, and other 
staff are at-the-ready should anything occur. I 
recommend that constituents familiarize themselves 
with the 24/7 Voces hotline at 1-800-427-0213 
to report or check on known local enforcement 
activities. 

To end on a positive note, I was thrilled to see the 
discovery of additional submerged canoes in Lake 
Mendota right here in District 11 this winter! The 
Wisconsin Historical Society, along with local First 
Nations, are documenting an incredibly rich local 
history in our very neighborhoods. What a reminder 
of local tribal lands, communities, and stories. 

As always, please reach out to discuss these or 
other county issues or subscribe to my blog for 
more frequent county news (link to sign up: board.
danecounty.gov/Supervisors/Detail/11). 

In service, 

Richelle Andrae
Dane County Board Supervisor District 11
Andrae.richelle@countyofdane.com  n

Supervisor  
Richelle Andrae 
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Dane County Board Report—District 13
Discussions concerning 
the 2027 county budget 
have started early this 
year, owing largely to a 
significant projected deficit. 
In February, the County 
Executive released a memo 
describing a stark set of 
challenges. Among them are 
slowing revenues; health 
insurance costs; and a multi-
year pattern of increases in 
full-time equivalent positions 
in county government. 
Together with the broader effects of a growing need 
for services and a disadvantageous state funding 
formula, we are faced with a net $31.8 million deficit 
to close.

Efforts on several fronts are currently being 
undertaken to address this gap. I am closely 
monitoring related efforts, and am participating in a 
committee effort to optimize county employee health 
insurance. I am watching for proposed changes that 
will negatively impact our dedicated workforce. The 
special character of Dane County is owed in no small 
part to the services we have committed to providing 
and the people who staff those operations. My hope 
is to avoid cuts in either area.

A related component of the budget is the current 
discussion over the future of the Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum. As you may recall, this has been the 
subject of a couple of past newsletter columns. 
Discussions have now progressed to the point of 
considering a proposal made by Frank Productions to 
renovate and operate the venue. Negotiations between 
the County and Frank Productions are ongoing and 
will determine what, if any, such agreement might 
entail. At present, the Coliseum represents an aging 
facility that costs more to maintain/operate than 
it generates in revenue. I am hopeful that a fair 
agreement between the parties will emerge for the 
County Board’s consideration.

Finally, at the local and national level there has been 
a great deal of concern over the use of Flock Safety 
surveillance technologies. These include license 
plate readers, a citizen information database, and, 
most notably, community surveillance cameras. 
Presently, I am co-sponsoring a resolution for board 

consideration (2025 Resolution 403) that seeks 
to delete the line-item allocation in the Sheriff’s 
budget for Flock services. Well-documented civil 
liberties abuses related to the use of this company’s 
technology are now in abundance, which leads 
me to hold significant doubts about continuing 
compatibility with criminal justice reform priorities 
and community safety.

Agendas, recordings, and legislation pertaining to 
meetings of the Board and other county committees 
are available through the Dane County Legislative 
Information Center (“Legistar”). 

Sincerely,

Jay Brower
Supervisor, District 13

Mail: �Dane County Board of Supervisors  
City County Building, Room 362 
210 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
Madison, WI 53703

Phone: (608) 620-3931
Email: Brower.Jay@countyofdane.com  n

Supervisor  
Jay Brower
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The end of the legislative 
session brought significant 
wins for the health and 
well-being of Wisconsinites. 
From covering a year of 
postpartum care for our 
vulnerable mothers to 
cleaning up contaminated 
water, we moved Wisconsin 
forward.  

With the Governor’s 
signature, 2025 Act 102 will 
extend postpartum coverage 
for vulnerable mothers to 
12 months. Prior to my inauguration, I was focused 
on improving maternal and child health outcomes 
in Wisconsin through my work at the UW School of 
Medicine and Public Health. I saw firsthand the work 
by non-profits, physicians, doulas, and countless 
community health practitioners, but without basic 
postpartum healthcare, mothers and babies weren’t 
getting everything they needed. With the passage 
of this law, Wisconsin is one step closer to ensuring 
moms and babies will thrive. 

Gail’s Law (2025 Act 103) will require insurance 
coverage of medically necessary breast screenings. 
And while I, along with my Democratic colleagues, 
worked strategically to pass this legislation, this 
victory belongs to all the persistent advocates who 
have been fighting for years to see this legislation 
become law. In fact, the legislation is named after 
Gail Zeamer, a Wisconsinite who was instrumental 
in bringing this legislation forward. It was an honor 
to stand with her family and the advocates when 
Governor Evers signed the bill on March 19. 

The Legislature also reached an agreement to 
release over $130 million in PFAS relief, including 
critical funding for private well owners to remediate 
contaminated water sources. 

Also awaiting the Governor’s signature, legislation 
(AB 604) providing Medicaid coverage to incarcerated 
individuals re-entering our communities passed 
with bipartisan support. Transitioning from prison 
into community life is a very difficult process, and 
support is essential. In fact, having seen the benefits 
of this policy in other states, I was a co-author of 
this legislation and advocated for its passage.

Additionally, through my work on the Task Force 
on Protecting Kids in a Digital Age, AB 957, AB 
958, AB 964 and AB 966 passed both Chambers 
and will soon be sent to the Governor’s desk. These 
bills support Attorney General Josh Kaul’s Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task Force. In late March, 
the New Mexico Department of Justice was the first 
state to win at trial against Big Tech for their role in 
endangering children. As a parent and a legislator, I 
see this work as especially urgent, and I look forward 
to continuing to hold Big Tech accountable for their 
harm to our children.

While there have been great wins, there is still so 
much work to do. As property taxes rise, over 70 
Wisconsin school districts seek referenda this April 
to fund operations, repairs, and construction. My 
Democratic colleagues and I have shared a plan to 
provide relief and fund public schools (AB 1176). 
Unfortunately, with the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Program set to expire this June, I am disappointed 
that my Republican colleagues did not come to a 
compromise to reauthorize the program.  

I am grateful to have your trust and support as we 
continue to move Wisconsin forward. Please email 
rep.mayadev@legis.wisconsin.gov if you would like to 
receive my office’s e-newsletter. 

In service, 

Rep. Renuka Mayadev  n

News from Wisconsin Assembly District 77—Renuka Mayadev

Representative  
Renuka Mayadev.
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I hope this spring newsletter 
finds you, your family 
and friends enjoying some 
sunshine and spring-like 
weather! The spring time 
at Franklin is looking to be 
very exciting and busy for 
our students, with several 
exciting field trips and 
celebrations for our students.

Since spring has sprung, our 
beloved Franklin playground 
has welcomed back standing 
water and mud throughout the playground, which 
limits the areas students can access during recess. 
When puddles or mud are in excess, sections of the 
playground are “closed” and inaccessible.

The Franklin-Randall PTO has been diligently 
supporting the development of a strategic, phased 
plan to improve the Franklin playground for our 
students and the greater Madison community. 
This plan includes four phases over the course of 

several years. Phase I of the project will commence 
in Summer 2026, with a focus on improving the 
drainage challenges that have been going on for 
over a decade. We also hope to incorporate some 
new updated playground equipment, including new 
swings (a favorite activity for our students!). 

Our Phase I plans are estimated to cost 
approximately $200,000. The Franklin School 
community has raised $120,000 over the last four 
years, so we are over halfway to our Phase I goal. 
The Franklin-Randall PTO website will continue 
to be updated with information as this project 
moves into the construction phase this Summer. 
franklinrandallpto.org/franklin-playground 

I hope you all have a wonderful spring season. As 
always, thanks for your continued support of our 
students and staff. 

Take care,

Emily Powers
Principal, Franklin Elementary School  n

Warm Spring Greetings from Franklin School 

Principal Emily Powers

Alder District 5 (continued from page 3)

Street occupancy: When homeowners need 
temporary street occupancy permits, such as for 
placing moving containers, there is a $50 fee, and 
a 5-day limit. These permits can be obtained by 
following the directions at this site: cityofmadison.
com/parking/permits/street-occupancy. Additional 
fees may apply if a metered parking space is blocked, 
or if temporary no parking signs are required. 

When a development or other project requires 
the blocking of sidewalks, terraces, or portions of 
streets, a street occupancy permit is required. These 
permits are provided by the Traffic Engineering 
Division, which has a number of requirements that 
need to be met in order to block these public areas: 
cityofmadison.com/traffic-engineering/permits/
street-occupancy-permit

Several development projects around the city 
are reducing pedestrian and traffic access, thus 
these permits are heavily scrutinized, and may 
be periodically adjusted by City staff during 
construction due to changing conditions. Each 
day of sidewalk or street occupancy requires a fee, 
ensuring the City reaps some benefits of these access 
reductions and disincentivizes unneeded lane and 
sidewalk closures. 

When in Doubt, Contact City Staff!
Madison has a robust permitting apparatus to 
ensure that, as the city changes, residents can 
expect safe and resilient infrastructure, and a fair 
process that ensures high quality outcomes. If you 
don’t know where to start, please contact city staff 
at BInspection@cityofmadison.com or call 608-266-
4551 ext. 3 for guidance. They aim to serve!

Regina Vidaver
District 5 Alder
District5@CityofMadison.com
608-616-0669  n
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April showers bring…indoor recesses, among other 
things. When I was my students’ age, one springtime 
downpour delivered a chance companion who 
entered my life for only a moment, but left a lasting 
impression.

With my chin on my knees, I watched the runoff 
rainwater rush over my bare feet, guided by the 
gutter towards the bayou down the street. A 
vagabond crawfish happened along on a perilous 
mission to the other side of the thoroughfare. A 
truck sped by, blowing the mudbug into a series of 
somersaults. The courageous crustacean righted 
itself and hoisted its open claws high to the sky 
in defense and proclamation. I was overcome by a 
sense of pity, realizing the certain odds that the 
shelled pugilist didn’t. I turned the wee critter about 
face, and prodded its way to higher ground. I then 
experienced a sudden and unexplainable change of 
heart. I came to see the crawfish’s station as being 
more heroic than tragic. When met with a foe who 
was well beyond formidable, it heeded the principle to 
do what you can, with what you have, where you are. 
Above all else, go down swinging. I was inspired.

It was a time in my life when going down swinging 
was a struggle for me. I had just joined Little League. 
Simply said, while there’s no plate like home, I never 
felt more alone than when up to bat. I regrettably 
joined the crowd in watching all-too-many third 
strike pitches pass me by on the way to the 
catcher’s mitt. Over time, my humiliation fueled my 
determination to choose swinging and missing as the 
lesser of the two evils. As my courage increased, so 
did my confidence—and my batting average.

The posed image of that stoic crawfish has revisited 
me often, usually when I am caught in other 
situations requiring that I either go for something 
or let the opportunity pass me by. Some years 
ago, I recognized that determined crusader and its 
postured pincers in another diminutive, yet hugely 
charismatic, figure: Yoda. I discovered in the Jedi 
Knight the same can-do spirit found in my armored 
amigo of old. I remain haunted by Yoda’s charge, “Do 
or Do not. There is no try.” 

I applied this motivating force one late April when 
our son Ian celebrated his birthday with a Star Wars 
theme. The series of movies had evolved to that 
point where Darth Vader had joined the ranks of the 
good guys. It seemed fitting to have Lord Vader visit 
the kindergarteners gathered for the gala. I had my 
doubts about upholding my end of the venture, but 
I saw the opportunity for something memorable. I 
decided to do. I donned the Supreme Commander’s 

garb and made my way outside to the family room 
window. I called inside to my son and his fellow 
revellers in my best Vader voice. I had envisioned 
a gleeful meteor shower of starlets cascading from 
the house to join me on the back lawn. Instead, a 
territorial imperative overcame every screaming 
child, each leaving no holds barred as they vied for 
refuge beneath the furniture. 

I changed back into my Daddy clothes and was 
dutifully accosted by my son for not being there 
when he needed me. I had certainly succeeded in 
making Ian’s birthday memorable. The results were 
not stellar, but I did go down swinging. 

The month of May hosts a long line of glorious 
holidays and observances. Star Wars Day is a recent 
entry, and holds a special significance for me. I may 
choose to wield a light saber or perhaps a Louisville 
slugger. It doesn’t matter. As long as the children are 
with me, the Force will be, too.

Go Raccoons!

John  n

Greetings from Randall  

Randall Principal John Wallace and Regent Neighborhood 
Jedi Knights practice their levitation skills.
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Before the end of March, we wrapped up a lively and 
joy-filled Catholic Schools Week. The halls were full 
of energy with dress-up days, games, and plenty of 
laughter. One of the highlights, as always, was the 
8th graders versus teachers volleyball match. After 
a hard-fought battle that went the full five sets, the 
teachers managed to come out on top this year, a 
result that students may still be debating.

We closed out the week with our annual Spaghetti 
Dinner, which saw the highest attendance in years. It 
was wonderful to welcome not only our school and  
parish families, but also neighbors and friends from  
the Regent area and the broader Madison community.  
Events like this are a good reminder of how connected  
and supportive this community truly is.

On the athletics front, we are celebrating some 
strong finishes to the basketball season, including a 
MAISL tournament championship for our 8th-grade 
boys team. As those seasons wrap up, we are just 
getting underway with boys volleyball, softball, and 
track and field. We are looking forward to another 
great season of competition, growth, and plenty of 
school spirit.

Our middle school students are busy preparing 
for their upcoming production of Frozen Jr., 
which will be performed at the end of April. This 
annual musical includes all 7th and 8th graders 
and is always a highlight of the spring. Each year 
it is impressive to see the talent, creativity, and 
confidence our students bring to the stage.

This update may feel a bit 8th-grade heavy, but that 
seems fitting as we begin to look ahead to the end 
of the school year. We will soon be celebrating these 
students as they prepare to graduate and move on 
to a variety of high schools. Before that, they will 
take part in one of the most anticipated traditions, 
their class trip to Washington, DC. It is a memorable 
experience filled with history, learning, and time 
together exploring monuments and museums. It is a 
highlight not just for the students, but for the staff 
and chaperones who get to share in the experience.

We are grateful for the many ways this community 
continues to show up and support our school. Thank 
you for being part of our community. We wish you all 
a peaceful and joyful Spring!

Carrie Bower  n

Greetings from Blessed Sacrament School

Blessed Sacrament School’s eighth-grade class after the 
Catholic Schools Week volleyball game with their teachers. 

NOW BOOKING

CLASS OF 2027

this is your year

jenlucasphotography.com/seniors

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:30 a.m. in person

11:15 a.m. in person/virtual/ 
youth programs 

EVENT SPACE RENTALS

1704 Roberts Court
madisonfriends.org

All are welcome

Madison Friends Meeting
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As we move into the final 
stretch of the school year, 
I am reflecting on the 
incredible energy and 
achievement that have 
defined this spring at West 
High School. It is a privilege 
to share with our neighbors 
some of the remarkable 
milestones our students and 
staff have reached recently.

Celebrating Culture and 
Community
We recently concluded two of our most significant 
annual events, both of which serve as cornerstones 
of the West High experience:

• �All Nations Day: Our school community came 
together for a spectacular display of global heritage. 
From the vibrant Community Performance and 
Potluck to the traditional Flag Processional, our 
scholars represented their backgrounds with 
immense pride. It was a powerful reminder of the 
rich diversity that makes West such a special place 
to learn.

• �Equity Symposium: This year’s symposium was 
a resounding success. Our students and staff 
engaged in deep reflection and meaningful dialogue 
focused on building a more inclusive and equitable 
environment. These conversations are vital to our 
mission, and the maturity shown by our students 
during these sessions was truly inspiring.

Recent Highlights of Excellence
Beyond these major events, the "Regent Spirit" has 
been on full display across all disciplines:

•�Performing Arts: Our theater department’s 
production of "Into the Woods" was a breathtaking 
triumph, showcasing professional-level vocals and 
another amazing set design. Additionally, the West 
Spring Strings Festival highlighted the immense 
talent of both our current West students and the 
"future Regents" from across our west-side.

• �Academic Competitions: West recently hosted 
over 1,300 participants for a National Science 
Olympiad competition, a massive undertaking 
that showcased our students' passion for STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics). 
Our Mock Trial team also delivered a dominant 
performance at the state level, earning high praise 
for their litigation skills and decorum.

• �Civic Engagement: This spring, the Madison 
West Civics Club took the lead in the democratic 

process by hosting and moderating high-profile 
candidate debates. This included a pivotal debate 
for the Dane County Circuit Court (Branch 1) 
between candidates Ben Jones and Huma Ahsan. 
Additionally, as Wisconsin prepares for a major 
election year, our club facilitated forums for the 
gubernatorial primary races, providing a rare 
and vital platform for students to engage directly 
with those seeking to lead our state. For their 
commitment to nonpartisan outreach, the club was 
also recently honored with the Outstanding Voter 
Service Award by the League of Women Voters.

Looking Forward—55 Years of Fine Arts Week 
As we look forward, we are thrilled to prepare for 
our Annual Fine Arts Week. This storied tradition 
has been a part of West High School for 55 years, 
serving as a week-long takeover of the school by 
the creative spirit. During this week, our hallways 
are transformed into a living gallery. You will find 
professional-grade visual art—including intricate 
ceramics, glasswork from our renowned art metals 
program, and stunning 2-D design—displayed 
throughout the building. The schedule is jam-
packed with student-led performances, including 
jazz combos, hip-hop studies, and one-act improv 
sessions. It all culminates in a grand finale that 
celebrates the vital role the arts play in a well-
rounded education.

Guests From Abroad
We are also excited to continue our global outreach 
later this spring by welcoming a student group from 
our sister city, Freiburg, Germany, for a building tour 
and classroom exchange.

Thank you for your steadfast support of West High 
School. We are honored to be an integral part of the 
Regent neighborhood.

Best regards,

Dan Kigeya 
Principal, West High School  n

West High News

Principal Daniel Kigeya
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Editor—Here are some horse-inclined titles 
recommended by our local bookstores—for young 
and old. On everyone’s list was Horse, by Geraldine 
Brooks. And Black Beauty. Read on.

Horse by Geraldine Brooks 
“Based on the remarkable true 
story of the record-breaking 
thoroughbred Lexington, Horse 
is a novel of art and science, 
love and obsession, and our 
unfinished reckoning with 
racism.” (Mystery to Me)

“The story of a legendary racehorse and the 
overlooked people whose lives were shaped by him.” 
(The Book Deal)

The Age of the Horse by Susanna Forrest 
“Unique, passionate, and 
insightful, this book investigates 
the complexities of human and 
horse coexistence, brilliantly 
revealing the multifaceted ways 
our cultures were shaped by this 
powerful creature.”  
(Mystery to Me)

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 
“Is definitely a classic for a reason! The story is 
told from the horse's perspective which adds a very 
emotional and unique feeling to the book!”  
(Ink and Ivy Bookstore and Boutique) 

“A classic novel...Through Beauty’s experiences, the 
story explores empathy, animal welfare, and the 
moral responsibility humans have toward those in 
their care.” (The Book Deal)

Peg and Rose Play the Ponies  
by Laurien Berenson 
“Rival sisters-in-law Peg Turnbull and Rose Donovan 
spent their summer doing the unthinkable: sleuthing 
for dangerous suspects and becoming (almost) 
friends. But when a September trip leads to more 
murder, it’ll be a miracle if the dysfunctional duo is 
still a team—and alive—by autumn.” (Mystery to Me)

If I Was a Horse by Sophie Blackall 
“Is such a fun picture book for kids! In the story, a 
little kid imagines what life would be like if they were 
a horse!” (Ink and Ivy)

The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse  
by Charlie Mackesy
“From British illustrator, artist, and author Charlie 
Mackesy comes a modern fable and journey for all 
ages that explores life's universal lessons, featuring 
100 color and black-and-white drawings.”  
(Mystery to Me)

Seabiscuit by Laura Hillenbrand
“Seabiscuit tells the true story of an unlikely 
racehorse and the misfit team behind him that rose 
from obscurity during the Great Depression. Through 
grit, luck, and trust, Seabiscuit became a national 
symbol of hope by defeating the odds and the sport’s 
elite.” (The Book Deal)

The Lions’ Run  
by Sara Pennypacker 
“Is a beautiful middle grade book 
set in Nazi-occupied France during 
WWII. It is filled with courage and 
stories of resistance.” (Ink and Ivy)  n

What We’re Reading—The Year of the Horse
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Poets Corner—Philo M. Buck (1877–1950)
Editor—I first heard about UW–Madison Professor 
Philo M. Buck in the 1970s and early ’80s, during my 
days at Wisconsin Public Radio. Studio One, WPR’s 
large performance studio on Vilas Hall’s seventh 
floor, is named in his honor. I, and probably many of 
my colleagues, never had any idea why or how that 
happened, unknowing of Professor Buck’s reputation 
as a brilliant lecturer and broadcaster, once admired 
around the state. His broadcasts on world literature, 
comedy, and tragedy were often given without notes, 
extemporaneously. Recently, my neighbor Charlotte 
Burns pointed out that Professor Buck had lived in the 
Regent neighborhood, at 1852 Summit Avenue, and 
had taught at UW–Madison. I became intrigued.

Born in Morristown, New Jersey of missionary parents 
who had been living in India, Philo M. Buck spent his 
youth in northeastern India (Dwarahat, in the Kumaon 
region of the Himalayas) before returning to the U.S. 
alone in his teens for higher education. He attended 
Gettysburg College, got his Bachelor’s from Ohio Wesley- 
an University, and a Master’s from Harvard in 1900. 
He received an honorary Doctor of Letters in 1935. 

First, he taught high school in St. Louis, then at the 
University of Nebraska before coming to UW–Madison 
in 1926 as a pioneer in its new Department of 
Comparative Literature. He retired in 1947. One web 
page, from UW Housing, lists him as “a scholar and 
poet gently blended into one.” But I found no poems 

by him in the UW–Madison 
Archives. Instead, I found 
the delightful and inspiring 
writings of a man of letters 
devoted to the humanities 
and to democratic principles. 
In one paper he wrote, 
“Democracy was nurtured 
among the humanities,” 
warning “it is always 
imperiled.” Among his many 
books on literature and 
literary criticism are Social 
Forces in Modern Literature 
(1913), Literary Criticism 
(1930), and Directions in 
Contemporary Literature 
(1942). He was multi-lingual 
and may have spoken with an English accent, 
perhaps the product of his boyhood Indian education.

Beyond transcripts of his talks and lectures quoting 
poets such as William Blake and Walt Whitman, 
what caught my attention was Professor Buck’s 
unpublished memoir. (Along with the manuscript 
was also what must have been a crushing letter of 
rejection from a New York publisher.)

Here is the introduction to that book, beginning with a 
note to Professor Buck’s prospective readers.

“In the fall of 1938 I found myself again in the 
foothills of Kamaon [sic] in the Himalayas. I had 
been there before, more than once. But this was 
a pilgrimage to the home of my early childhood, a 
search for the secret of their charm. What had they 
done to shape the imagination of a small boy who 
for the rest of his life was to feel himself a citizen of 
two worlds? They were not antagonists, these two 
worlds, but complementary and parts of what had 
come to be one harmonious whole. The one was 
the world of my American parents, missionaries 
of the West to a foreign and pagan country; the 
other was that of the hills and valleys and snow-
capped mountains, and home of an ancient Indian 
culture. A village in this region had become a home 
in which there was nothing incongruous in the 
ringing of a gong that called to a Christian Church 
and the jangle of bells and blowing of conches at 
the nearby temple dedicated to a heathen god… The 
constitution of each world was a way of life; and so 
nearly perfect was their blending that there was no 
need of passport or visa to cross from one to the 
other, there were no boundaries.”  n

The Warren Weaver House, 1852 Summit Avenue, built  
in 1922 in French Revival styles. It was occupied by  

UW–Madison mathematics professor Warren Weaver from 
1929 to 1931 and, later, by UW Comparative Literature 

professor Philo M. Buck. 

Philo M. Buck, around 
1942. Photographer, 

Harold Hone. Copyright 
not evaluated. 

UWisconsin–Madison. 
Archives : 3/1; Local 

Identifier S11805.
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Recipe File—Chef Giovanni Novella

Fresh Egg Pasta Dough
Yield: about 1.5 kg pasta dough
Portion: Approximately 8–10 servings

Editor—I remember as a child watching pasta 
dough being cut by hand, the strands draped over a 
broomstick. But don’t let my memories stop you from 
using a pasta machine. Or, from trying one of the 
neighborhood’s Italian restaurants, including Osteria 
Novella. Chef Giovanni Novella’s recipe isn’t for the 
unadventurous but it’s easier than it looks. You might 
cut the recipe in half for starters. Some online videos 
might also help you in the basic rolling out process. 
Alimentari, the delicatessen at 2623 Monroe Street, also 
offers pasta making classes, as well as fresh pasta. 
alimentarimadison.com/  

And now, here’s Chef Novella, in his own words.

Whether you roll out your pasta dough by hand or machine, 
you can choose the lengths and thicknesses you want.

I was born and raised in Torre del Greco, Italy, 
and learned to cook at a young age alongside my 
grandmother and mother, where family, tradition, and 
food were inseparable. After five years of culinary 
school in Sorrento, I traveled and worked with talented 
chefs, blending the recipes of my childhood with new 
techniques and global inspiration.

Fifteen years ago, I moved to San Diego, where I met 
my wife, a Madison native. We eventually made our 
way to Madison, where I served as Executive Chef at 
Cento and Fresco before opening Bar Corallini with 
Food Fight Restaurant Group.

Today, as Chef and Owner of Osteria Novella, I’m 
proud to share the flavors of my hometown and my 
family’s table with our community.

Ingredients
• �1 kilogram (2.2 pounds) semolina flour,  

about 6 cups 

• 12 egg yolks

• 2 whole eggs

• 2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

• 20 grams salt, about 3–4 level teaspoons

Method
Place semolina flour on a clean work surface.  
Create a large well in the center.

Add egg yolks, whole eggs, olive oil, and salt to  
the well.

Using a fork, slowly incorporate the flour into  
the eggs until a shaggy dough forms.

Knead by hand for 8–10 minutes until smooth and 
elastic. Dough should feel firm but pliable.

Wrap the dough tightly in plastic wrap and let it rest 
at room temperature for at least 30 minutes. Cut in 
equal pieces and roll each through pasta machine or 
by hand to desired thickness. [Editor—about 1/16 of 
an inch, six inches wide and 20 inches long.] Shape 
as desired. [Editor—one way is to fold the dough over 
and over from each side, until meeting at the center.]

Chef Notes
• �If dough is too dry, add 1 teaspoon water at a time.

• �If too sticky, dust lightly with semolina.

• �Resting is essential for proper gluten development.

• �Ideal for tagliatelle, pappardelle, ravioli, and filled 
pasta  n



16	 May 2026

A Neighborhood Gem on Regent Street—Harry E. Bennett
Moving to Madison from a farm in rural Kansas 
in 2011, I was somewhat unsure what my new life 
in an urban setting would be like. Living in the 
Westmoreland neighborhood, we quickly made 
acquaintances with our neighbors and settled in to 
explore and know Madison better as time passed.  
One of the early discoveries was the Regent Market 
Co-op, a small grocery store in a small business 
district in the nearby Regent neighborhood. I loved 
the size of the store with its packed shelves and 
meat counter at the back of the store. It took me 
back to the small family owned grocery stores that 
used to occupy the main street in the town I lived 
near, in Kansas. The best thing though was that 
it was a cooperative. We quickly became members 
and started shopping there regularly. The expansion 
of the Regent Market Coop in 2017 was a great 
improvement, providing for a much larger produce 
department, more shelf space and a large selection of 
craft beer and fine wines. 

In 2023, I was asked to join the Regent Market Co-op 
Board of Directors. With a long history of belonging 
to and working for cooperatives, I am familiar with 
the problems that a cooperative has to deal with.  
There is a need for the Regent Market Co-op to 
increase the amount of sales to keep the Co-op a 
viable part of the neighborhoods that it has served 
for so many years. Cooperatives are owned by their 
members, making them unique in the retail food 

world, and exist to serve the needs of the members.  
Regent Market Co-op has an amazing selection of 
organic and locally produced food and beverages, 
which is generally recognized as a trend that will 
benefit our food system now and in the future.  

Madison has developed an extraordinary number of 
public parks, bike and pedestrian paths and other 
public spaces, which, coupled with the numerous 
Farmers Markets, community gardens and the 
neighborhood organizations, contribute to the great 
community we enjoy. I think the Regent Market 
Co-op is part of that community structure that gives 
young and old alike a friendly welcoming place to 
shop for a fine offering of food and drink. If you are 
a member, please consider using the Co-op a bit 
more for your shopping. If you are not yet a member, 
please visit the Regent Market Coop and check it out. 
It is just a short walk or bike ride away from home.
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Virginia Terrace Rebuild—Charlie Peters, RNA Transportation Chair
If you live on or near Virginia Terrace, you should 
expect to have some major street disruptions 
beginning this summer and lasting for about a year. 
All of Virginia Terrace and sections of Norwood 
Place and Hillington Way will undergo a complete 
rebuild, including replacement of sanitary sewers 
and water pipes that were installed over a century 
ago. The streets will be completely rebuilt, including 
a new gravel base and pavement, and there will be 
spot replacement of sidewalk, curb and gutter, and 
driveway aprons. These streets will be closed to local 
traffic only during the construction.

This construction will provide the best opportunity 
for homeowners in the area to replace their sanitary 
sewer laterals that connect at the property line to 
city laterals. If your sewer lateral is currently in an 
area that is impacted by large trees, now is the time 
to work with the City to determine if there is a better 
alternate path for the lateral. An average of two 4- 
to 8-hour water shuts-offs are anticipated for each 
property.

Maintaining existing large trees in the terrace during 
construction is a high priority, though three large 
unhealthy trees have been designated for removal. 
Planting new trees is a lower priority. If there are 
terrace plantings you want to save, they should be 
removed prior to the start of work. This may also 
be a good time to work with the City on a different 
alignment for your driveway apron.

This work also provides a potential opportunity for 
homeowners to work with the City on the installation 
of a terrace rain garden. Rain gardens collect and 
absorb storm water, reducing flooding and filter 
pollutants, thus protecting water quality. Deep-rooted 
native plantings in the rain garden also support 
pollinators. The City constructs and plants the rain 
gardens for $100, with homeowners responsible for 
maintenance. Residents with rain gardens receive $5 
off their municipal service bill each month. Contact 
Phil Gaebler (Pgaebler@cityofmadison.com) to 

determine if your terrace is a suitable rain  
garden location.

A special charge to homeowners will be made 
for work that has direct benefit to the property. 
Preliminary assessments are being mailed to the 
homeowners now. 

Visit this website for more information: 
cityofmadison.com/VirginiaNorwood  n

A major construction project awaits Virginia Terrace, 
Norwood Place, Rugby Row and Hillington Way, and 

Norwood Place to the Southwest Commuter Path.
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Game-Day Parking: Who Wins and Who Loses?—Ron Rosner
For many homeowners near Camp Randall, game 
day parking on lawns and in driveways has long 
been a source of extra income, new friendships, 
and been seen as an invaluable service to sports 
fans. But it comes with its downside as well—noisy 
tailgate parties, and sometimes rude exchanges 
with neighbors. In short, not everyone benefits from 
game day parking, which may be overstated when 
landlords require tenants to free up their normal 
on-the-property parking to make spots available for 
paying customers.

A problem with parking arose recently with a rental 
property close to Breese Terrace. About 50 cars 
were being parked there on game days. For those 
of us that are out of the loop, parking this close to 
the Stadium usually goes for $50 to $60. Neighbors 
close to the property have been concerned over safety 
issues since the property is unattended once the lot 
is parked-up. When drivers leave they must back up 
over the sidewalk and terrace to return to the street, 
sometimes in the dark, with many pedestrians 
present. To address these safety concerns, some 
neighbors have suggested limiting to 20 or 25 the 
number of cars allowed to park on a residential 

property, and requiring the property owner or an 
authorized attendant to be present on heavily-parked 
properties during and after the game to facilitate a 
safe exit from the property.

The Regent Neighborhood Association is inviting 
comments from residents in the neighborhood 
regarding this and other game day parking situations 
that may merit attention by City government. Please 
direct comments to the Newsletter’s editor, Ronnie 
Hess, at rlhess@wisc.edu  n
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Volunteer at Prospect Gardens
Spring and summer volunteer sessions at Prospect 
Gardens are planned for the third Saturday of each 
month from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Dates will adjust 
depending on weather.

• May 16 
• June 20
• July 18
• August 15
• September 19

If you have any questions contact Ryan Burbach: 
rmburbach@gmail.com 

Looking ahead to fall, the Seventh Annual Regent 
Neighborhood Art Walk is scheduled for  
Saturday, September 26 , 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The rain date September 27. 

A walkable event featuring the work of several dozen 
neighborhood artists, from Regent Street to Virginia 
Terrace. From quilts to pottery, wood, glass. Checks 
or cash preferred. Please support the artists and do 
your holiday shopping early.  n

Mark Your Calendars 

Bob Hodgson’s watercolors and other neighborhood art 
will be on display at the Regent Neighborhood Art Walk 

Saturday, September 26. The rain date is Sunday.
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Scan the QR code  
to see our ad rates  

and schedule.

Support Us with Your Ad

regentneighborhood.org
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First Name_____________________________________ Last Name____________________________________________  

(Optional) Occupation_____________________________ Email_________________________  Phone_________________

 Dues - Check one:  $10.00 - Individual  $20.00 - Family  $25.00 - Business

 $ ________  Additional donation dedicated to RNA Scholarship Fund 
 for West High and Capital High School Graduating Seniors

 Mail completed form and dues payable to RNA to: RNA Membership
P.O. Box 5655
Madison, WI 53705

DUES & DONATIONS

ADULT #1

Do not include my name and info in the RNA Directory 

Add me to the RNA Listserv (Google Group)

I'm interested in:  serving on an RNA committee or the Board helping with RNA activities such as 
the Fourth of July festival       

Questions?  New to the neighborhood?  Learn more about our neighborhood at 

regentneighborhood.org

Thank you!  Your involvement keeps our neighborhood thriving!

DDeeaaddlliinnee  ttoo  bbee  lliisstteedd  iinn  tthhee  RRNNAA  DDiirreeccttoorryy  iiss  July 3311..  

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION Renewing Member  New Member 

STREET ADDRESS (required) ______________________________________________________________   ZIP 537_____

RNA Annual Membership Campaign
January 2026 – December 2026

Join or renew online at 
donorbox.org/rna-membership-2026

First Name_____________________________________ Last Name if different ___________________________________ 

(Optional) Occupation_____________________________ Email_________________________  Phone ________________

ADULT #2

(OPTIONAL)  CHILDREN LIVING AT THIS ADDRESS

Parents, if you would like your directory entry to indicate you have kids in your household who are interested in jobs for hire, 
please circle the number(s) that apply: (1) babysitting   (2) snow shoveling   (3) yard work   (4) dog walking/pet sitting   (5) odd jobs

Don't print my phoneDon't print my email

 Do not Include my name and info in the RNA Directory 

 Add me to the RNA Listserv (Google Group)

I'm interested in:  serving on an RNA committee or the Board helping with RNA activities such as 
the Fourth of July festival     

Don't print my phoneDon't print my email
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Regent Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 5655
Madison, WI 53705

Whether you’re a long-time 
resident or new, we invite you 
to join the Regent Neighborhood 
Association. Help set neighbor-
hood priorities and drive 
positive change. Meet neighbors, 
gain a sense of belonging, and 
develop common goals.

To join, visit our website: 
regentneighborhood.org  
or scan the QR code.

$10 for an individual;  
$20 for a family;  
$25 for a business. 

Joining or renewing by 
July 31 will ensure that 
you’ll be included in the 
annual Member Directory 
which, besides member 
listings, is a great resource 
of information about our 
neighborhood including: 
City resources, young 
workers for hire, property 
owners by address, and 
neighborhood business 
directory. 

Here's what else you can expect from the RNA:

• �A great quarterly newsletter 

• Specials from local businesses

• �Regular RNA Board meetings open to all,  
including annual member meetings

• �Scholarships for three West and Capital High 
Seniors

• Special gatherings 

• ��Annual July Fourth Celebration for all at the West 
High athletic field.

Whether you're an owner or renter, we welcome you 
to get involved as a board member or committee 
chair—there are current opening in Festivals and 
School Liaison. 

You will also want to sign up for our Regent 
Neighborhood Association Listserv. It's a neighbor-to-
neighbor communication about our community. The 
list connects more than 800 RNA neighbors. To sign 
up, visit regentneighborhood.org/listserv

See you around the neighborhood, 

Samantha Crownover
RNA Board President
samanthacrownover@sbcglobal.net  n

Join or Renew Your Membership to the Regent Neighborhood Association

Membership  
Directory

2026

Regent Neighborhood Association • P.O. Box 5655, Madison, WI 53705

regentneighborhood.org
Neighbors Working for Community

The annual RNA  
Member Directory is 

delivered to paid RNA 
members each fall.

donorbox.org/rna-
membership-2026

Open RNA Committee Chair Positions—School Relations & Festivals
The RNA School Relations Committee Chair is a 
gratifying position! It gets to work with Capital and 
West High Schools to award RNA scholarships. The 
chair also works with the principals and parent-
teacher organizations of neighborhood schools to find 
effective ways for neighbors and schools to support 
each other. Activities have included: supporting 
construction of new school outdoor recreation areas, 
keeping the neighborhood informed about school 
events, supporting litter prevention, contributing to 
school food pantry and back pack drives.

The RNA Festival Committee Chair plans, 
coordinates, and helps execute the July Fourth 
Celebration (and other possible events, such as a 
garden tour; neighborhood garage sale, etc.).

The annual RNA July Fourth Celebration is the 
Association’s largest annual event. As the committee 
is working like a well-oiled machine now, the new 
chair will have a smooth onboarding. If you’re 
organized and want to make a big impact on your 
neighborhood, become our next Festivals Chair!  n


