
The Regent Neighborhood’s efforts to build a mural 
at the Highland Avenue Underpass took a major 
step forward with a $150,000 grant from the City 
of Madison. Thanks to Karin Wolf, Madison Arts 
Program Administrator, for her work moving the 
project through the design phase and to Alder 
Shiva Bidar-Sielaff for moving the funding proposal 
through the city’s capital budget. This grant, in addi-
tion to neighborhood contributions, brings the proj-
ect within $15,000 of goal. The RNA is now working 
to complete funding and invites your participation.  

The mural project was inspired by community input 
from the RNA’s University Avenue Corridor Plan and 
was advanced by a class project of UW–Madison 
Professor Sam Dennis. His Landscape Architecture 
class created more than a dozen design concepts. 
The Regent Neighborhood Association hosted com-
munity discussions reviewing the options and, from 
those conversations, the neighborhood prioritized 
Julia Schilling’s SHIFT design.  

Julia describes her design as an artistic expression 
inspired by the legacy of scientific discovery at UW–
Madison and as “an experiential gateway between 
Regent Neighborhood and UW–Madison. The accor-
dion-style lenticular walls emphasize the energy and 
movement of Highland Avenue through interaction 
with two shifting images. The eight-foot-tall walls 
address aspects of aesthetics and safety. LED lights 
provide a dramatic, welcoming nighttime experience 
that illuminate patterns created with circle packing 

algorithms. The choice of generative imagery walks 
the line between science and natural experience, 
choice and chance.” 

The RNA will be reaching out to potential sponsors 
to complete funding for this project. Watch for oppor-
tunities to support this project with neighborhood 
efforts in the coming months.

Learn more about this project at regentneighbor-
hood.org/underpass-art.html and 1kfriends.org/
highland-avenue-underpass-project/ 

Shift is a collaboration between Environmental 
Design Lab, City of Madison, Regent Neighborhood 
Association and 1000 Friends of Wisconsin.  n
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Highland Avenue Underpass Art  
Shifts Into Gear

Artist rendering of the proposed LED light sculpture
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2019 RNA Board Meeting Schedule

• February 25	 • May TBA
• March 25	 • June 24
• April 22	 • August 26

The RNA Board meets on the fourth Monday of each month at  
7 p.m. at the Best Western InnTowner at 2424 University Avenue. 
These meetings are open to the general public. Agenda items 
are solicited through the RNA listserv or can be emailed to RNA 
President Mary Czynszak-Lyne at mary.czynszaklyne@wisc.edu.

A Note from the President —

Greeting Neighbors,

I’m excited to report that the RNA is 
reigniting the efforts for the Highland 
Avenue Underpass Art Project. It 
all started back in about 2014 and 
recently received a boost from a 
generous city grant. Read more about 
it on page one.

In 2017, we featured the work of the 
West High School Green Club and 
their initiative to raise funds for the 
installation of solar panels on the roof 
of the high school. They are seeking 
funds to complete the project.

Here is a link to an informative article by the MMSD 
highlighting the work of the Green Club: madison.k12.wi.us/
west-high-school-path-transition-renewable-energy

Thank you to all of our neighbors and businesses for 
contributions supporting this exciting project.

Looking ahead to our membership meeting in May, we will 
be electing table officers and board members at large for 
the upcoming year. Having served as president, president-
elect, secretary, and at large, I have found helping to improve 
our neighborhood very rewarding, and a great way to meet 
neighbors. I encourage you to consider serving on our board. 
There’s more about it on page three. 

Lastly, I want to take a moment to thank each of the RNA 
board members for all of their work and commitment, making 
the Regent neighborhood the best neighborhood in the city!

Best regards ~ Mary

RNA Board President 
Mary Czynszak-Lyne

Regent Neighborhood Assn.
P.O. Box 5655
Madison, WI 53705

Officers
President / UW Relations Chair 
Mary Czynszak-Lyne  
mary.czynszaklyne@wisc.edu

Vice President/President-Elect  
OPEN

Secretary / Newsletter Editor  
Megan Heneke 
meganheneke@gmail.com

Treasurer  
Steve Scheller  
steve_scheller@yahoo.com

Past President/Membership Chair 
Dan O’Callaghan 
danocallaghan@gmail.com

Board Members
Karen Christianson 
karen.christianson@gmail.com 

Ronnie Hess 
rlhess@wisc.edu

Tim Lacy  
Development & Preservation Chair  
tim@dwellhop.com

Jen McDonald  
School Relations Chair 
jenmariealt@gmail.com

Jon Miskowski  
jonmiskowski@gmail.com

Charlie Peters 
Streets & Transportation Chair 
capeters53@gmail.com

Betsy Repaske  
Festival Chair  
betsy@dwellhop.com

Ron Rosner  
rosner7@charter.net

Mary Sarnowski  
Communications Chair 
sarnowski@mac.com

Sustainability Chair 
OPEN

Stay up to date and in the know!
Join the RNA Listserv —

groups.google.com/group/regentneighborhoodassn 
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MUCH More Solar at West High!
In spring 2017, West Green Club, an organization of 
50 students at Madison West High School, launched 
Project Solis, a campaign to install solar panels 
at Madison West High School. Since then, West 
Green Club has managed to raise $104,000 towards 
this initiative, successfully surpassing its initial 
fundraising goal of $75,000. This renewable energy 
project is truly unique as one of the largest youth-
led efforts in Wisconsin that addresses the need 
for increasing student awareness of environmental 
issues. Because students are leading this initiative 
instead of parents or district administrators, the 
impact of this project is magnified and will result in a 
sustainable, long-term increase in awareness among 
youth of the need to tackle energy challenges facing 
their communities. This project has been recognized 
by Wisconsin State Journal, Sierra Club, WORT 
Radio, The Capital Times, Mayor Paul Soglin’s blog, 
and the City of Madison.

In the final two months of this campaign, West Green 
Club has embarked on an aggressive fundraising 
goal: to raise at least $25,000 more before March 31, 
2019. If we meet this goal, we would be able to fund  
a solar array of nearly 100 kW, a project that would 
be the sixth largest solar-on-schools project  
in Wisconsin!

Over the past couple of years, West Green Club 
has developed a close relationship with Regent 
Neighborhood Association. West Green Club has 
helped run the box maze event at the annual July 
4th festival, presented to the Regent Neighborhood 
Association board on the solar project, and received 
your electronics for recycling through our electronic 
waste recycling drives. Furthermore, the Regent 
Neighborhood Association generously provided 
West Green Club with a $5,000 grant to install 10 

solar panels at Madison West High School, solar 
panels that will be named on behalf of the Regent 
Neighborhood Association. Thank you to the Regent 
Neighborhood Association and all its members for 
your support thus far!

Individuals and organizations can provide financial 
support for this project through a tax- deductible 
donation. To donate, visit westgreenclub.org/donate. 
Through West Green Club’s adopt-a-panel program, 
individuals and organizations have the opportunity 
to adopt and name a panel on their behalf through 
a $500 donation. To date, over 150 panels have been 
adopted! All donors who have raised $500 or more 
will be recognized on a plaque that West Green Club 
students are beginning to design, which will celebrate 
our collective effort to eventually 

2017 West Green Club members Charles Hua, left,  
Grace Upham, Kari Weiss, and Nyah Banik, all seniors, 

launched Project Solis. (photo by Andy Manis)

Join Us on the RNA Board 
The Regent Neighborhood Association 
will welcome a new board slate at our 
May membership meeting. We invite 
interested neighbors to join us on the 
RNA board in serving our neighborhood 
and our community. While all the board seats are up 
for election, open seats include: president, president-
elect, five at-large positions, and Chair of the 
Sustainability Committee. 

The Sustainability Committee serves as a neighbor-
hood resource for promoting sustainable, green 
practices by the neighborhood as a whole, individual 
residences, and neighborhood businesses. Our goal 

is to increase the reuse and recycling of 
materials, to reduce carbon emissions, 
and other green practices.

The committee also provides guidance on 
the use, maintenance, improvement, and creation of 
parks, playgrounds, greenspaces, and historic open 
spaces in the neighborhood. We work cooperatively 
with government agencies and others for the 
betterment of the neighborhood and the city.

If you’d like to learn more about board service, 
contact RNA President Mary Czynszak-Lyne at  
mary.czynszaklyne@wisc.edu.  n

(continued on page 6)
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Welcome to Our New Advertisers—

Need help with 
• SNOW SHOVELING • MATH TUTORING 
• YARD WORK  • OTHER TASKS? 
Hire West High School students to help you! 
All proceeds are donated to Wisconsin Microfinance,  

an incredible 501(c)(3) nonprofit—
wisconsinmicrofinance.com

Email or text julian.gary.2000@gmail.com or 
608.422.3363 for info.

2 5 6 0  U n i v e r s i t y  A v e | m a d i s o n @ b a r r e 3 . c o m |  
6 0 8 . 4 6 7 . 9 7 8 8 | b a r r e 3 . c o m  

B A L A N C E D  I N  B O D Y  E M P O W E R E D  F R O M  W I T H I N  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  a l l  R e g e n t  N e i g h b o r h o o d  r e s i d e n t s  
r e c e i v e  1 5 %  o f f  c l a s s  p a c k a g e s .  

H I  N E I G H B O R !  
W e ’ d  l o v e  t o  m e e t  y o u .  B r i n g  t h i s  a d  i n  f o r  a  

F R E E  C L A S S  a t  b a r r e 3  M a d i s o n !  



regentneighborhood.org	 5

This Neighborhood Business—Club Pilates, 2623 Monroe Street
Club Pilates Monroe Street is operated by a local 
Madison couple, Erika and Nathan Baldwin. Erika 
and Nathan encountered Pilates nearly ten years 
ago at a small studio in Chicago where they went to 
school. Since then, they have devoted their working 
lives to bringing Pilates to the people. Erika and 
Nathan plan to open seven total Club Pilates studios. 
They have two additional locations in Madison: Club 
Pilates Madison West and Club Pilates Sun Prairie. 

At a glance, you can see that fitness classes at Club 
Pilates Monroe Street are different from any other 
workout. The routines at Club Pilates emphasize 
smooth, flowing movement and proper pelvic and 
spinal alignment. 

Pilates exercises first aim to develop a strong “core”, 
or center of the body. All human movement begins in 
the core, but we don’t keep our cores strong enough! 
The core consists of the abdominal muscles and 
the muscles surrounding and protecting the spine. 
Control of these muscles is achieved by integrating—
or improving awareness and control—of the trunk, 
pelvis, and shoulder girdle. Pilates next elongates, 
improving muscle elasticity and joint mobility. A body 
with balanced strength and flexibility is pain free 
and less likely to become injured.

Their reformer-based group Pilates classes, combined 
with TriggerPoint, TRX, Springboard, EXO-chair 
and other equipment, are designed to build strength, 
mobility, and stability. They offer over 50 hours of 
classes per week, spread out over seven different 
class types and four levels of difficulty. Modifications 
to exercises allow for a range of difficulty, from 

beginner to advanced. Each class is led by a 500-
hour certified Pilates Instructor. You’ll get individual 
attention in a fun group setting with other people 
who know that on life’s journey, it’s best to stay 
flexible!  n
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More Solar at West (continued from page 3)

become a carbon neutral school district and society. 
Contributions of any size are greatly appreciated 
and will go a long way towards providing hands-on 
educational opportunities for students in a growing 
clean energy job market, making better use of your 

taxpayer dollars, and supporting youth in their 
pursuit of environmental initiatives.

Please feel free to reach out to contact@westgreenclub.
org with any questions. Thank you for your support, 
and we look forward to hearing from you!  n

•  2401 University Avenue           •  608/233-6995 
•  Large selection of microbrews, liquor, and wine 
•  Open all Badger home football games at 8 a.m.
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Having been raised in Louisiana, I’ve always 
appreciated how Wisconsin’s crystal snow offers a 
wintry white backdrop to the red hearts of February. 
The Cajun couers I beheld as a child were nonetheless 
beautiful, set against swampland greens. As 
Valentine’s Day rolls around each year, I always feel 
the connection between “couer” and “courage.” We, 
young and old, breathe deeply and muster up the 
nerve to find that perfect way to express our love to 
our heart’s desire.

Of course, times have changed since I was a lad. 
Matters of gender identity and sexual orientation have 
risen to a point of prominence. The scribes at 
Hallmark must be working overtime to pen the words 
that capture sentiments representative of folks who 
have been historically marginalized and violated. We 
engage in courageous conversations about our 
perspectives on LGBTQ+ citizens and the ever-
evolving conventions about what constitutes a family.

At both Randall and Franklin, we have immersed 
ourselves in the Welcoming Schools model. Welcoming 
Schools is a national program being used in MMSD to 
create a more respectful and supportive learning 
environment for all students, staff and families. 
Professional development, lesson plans, books and 
inclusive language are provided around family 
diversity, gender and LGBTQ+ inclusion and 
preventing bias-based bullying. As a result, we are 
more cognizant of and sensitive to the assumptions we 
make, the examples we give, and the pronouns we 
use. Welcoming Schools does not promote a particular 
lifestyle or persuasion. It promotes justice and 
consideration. It promotes courage. It promotes love.

During one of my upper elementary school years, I 
participated in our homeroom’s Valentine’s Day card 
box decorating contest. My construction was a 
cardboard turntable with a Beatles’ 45 rpm atop, 
featuring the song title, “She Loves You.” I actually 
took first prize! My favorite entry, however, was an 
elevated mailbox featuring the words “Par Avion” 
perfectly painted on both sides. This was back at a 
time when airmail was distinguished from ground 
mail. The creator of the entry was Henry, a confident 
and brilliant student. He was a gifted artist as well. As 
my years as Henry’s classmate flowed into high 
school, he became the target of harassment for being 
effeminate. While he maintained his prominence as a 
scholar and leader, he was jeered and bullied by 
certain students for being gay, though harsh terms 
and some force were used. 

Henry came out when he was a young adult. I think 
about him every Valentine’s Day, imagining his 
horrific childhood struggle with the unjust social 
demands placed upon him to be something he wasn’t. 
I also own my guilt for my lack of courage to act as an 
ally for him. 

Fear, anger and hatred seem to be the dominant 
themes of the messages we receive daily over the 
airwaves and on the ground. Even Cupid seems 
armed for battle. He with his arrow, however,  
conquers all. 

As the students enter our building each Valentine’s 
Day, I play a song over the PA. I employ my executive 
privilege in its selection. I typically blast a Beatles 
song, but not the tune I chose over a half century ago. 
I play, “All You Need Is Love.”

Go Raccoons!  

John

Greetings from Randall!

Principal John Wallace and students decorate  
a newer addition at Randall.
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Quality Pilates in Your Neighborhood

710 Harrison Street
pilatesonharrison.com

608.709.1775

Y O U R  
R E A L  

L I F E  
I S  

B E A U T I F U L
Voted Madison's Most Loved Family Photographer

608-620-5363jenlucasphotography.com
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Dane County Board Report — District 10
I hope this edition of the RNA 
Newsletter finds you and your 
family well, enjoying 2019. 
The Dane County Board will 
address many varied issues 
in 2019, but I want to focus 
on three key initiatives: water 
quality improvement, Alliant 
Energy Center campus 
redevelopment, and inclusive 
community engagement.

On water issues, the 
Board will implement 
recommendations of the 
Healthy Farms, Healthy Lakes Task Force to reduce 
farm runoff that impairs the Yahara Lakes watershed. 
The importance and urgency of addressing runoff was 
underscored by the record rainfall and flooding this 
past summer. This effort marks the first time farmers, 
environmentalists, scientists, and policy makers have 
come together to work toward reducing phosphorus 
pollution while encouraging better agricultural 
conservation practices. The recommendations include 
implementation of state agricultural performance 
standards such as tillage setbacks and nutrient 
management plans, at the local level. The 2019 
budget includes staffing and resources to implement 
the recommendations. Information on Healthy Farms/
Healthy Lakes is available at board.countyofdane.
com/Healthy-Farms-Healthy-Lakes-Task-Force. 

Regarding the Alliant Energy Center, we have 
completed work on a draft Master Plan, which was 
presented to the Board at the end of 2018, and will 
continue to move the project forward. Guided by the 
“three E’s” — economy, environment and equity — 
the plan for redevelopment of the 164-acre county-
owned Alliant Energy Center campus includes 
expansion of the Exhibition Hall, additional hotel 
facilities, enhancements at Willow Island and interior 
streets featuring restaurants or other amenities, as 
well as a focus on storm water management for the 
entire site. The project is part of a broad effort to 

transform the property into a catalyst for economic 
development by attracting more visitors and creating 
new opportunities for the adjacent neighborhoods in 
south Madison. Funding was included in the 2019 
budget for predesign of the Exhibition Hall and storm 
water management work. Information on the project is 
at aecstudy.countyofdane.com. 

Finally, the Board is redoubling its commitment to 
inclusive community engagement as a cornerstone 
of our work. In 2018, we launched the “Engage 
Dane” initiative to formalize the Board’s engagement 
efforts, particularly to reach communities who may 
not currently participate in the county government 
debate, thereby improving representation and 
transparency. More information is available at board.
countyofdane.com/Engage-Dane. A report of these 
efforts will be released early in 2019. 

These are just three examples of the County Board’s 
work. Of course, there are many more including efforts  
in the areas of criminal justice system improvement 
and affordable housing, which the County has pro-
vided over $8.6 million in assistance to private sector 
real estate developers to support 1,020 proposed units 
of affordable housing spread throughout Dane County 
since 2015, keeping monthly rents low for working 
families, the disabled, veterans, single parents and 
others struggling to make ends meet.

Should you have an interest in specific Dane County 
projects or initiatives, please contact me at levin.
jeremy@co.dane.wi.us or call me at 608.577.9335.  n

Supervisor Jeremy Levin
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DR. BENJAMIN FARROW, D.D.S.
has created a state-of-the-art practice that provides 
modern comfort and care while treading lightly  
on the earth. That’s good for you and the environment.

Green Dentistry  
in your neighborhood

fostering our vision of a greener, healthier community

D R .  B E N JA M I N  FA R R OW,  D. D. S .

M O N R O E  
S T R E E T
F A M I L Y  
D E N T A L

2702 MONROE STREET • 608.204.0222 
monroestreetfamilydental.com

a patient practice
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Happy New Year! As always, 
I would like to give you some 
updates on neighborhood 
and city-related issues:

• �The City Council approved 
the 2019 budget in 
November. Our 2019 
budget emphasized 
continued investment in 
city infrastructure and 
basic services as well as 
investments in equity 
and opportunity. You 
can find the budget at 
cityofmadison.com/budget/

• �I was able to successfully include $150,000 in 
the City’s 2019 capital budget for “The Shift,” the 
underpass art project at Highland and University 
Avenues. The RNA Board is leading the efforts 
for the additional private fundraising needed to 
make this project a reality. You can find more 
information about this wonderful art project at 
regentneighborhood.org/underpass-art.html

• �The City is continuing its historic preservation 
planning process. We have now had three public 
input meetings in each historic district, including 
University Heights. The Landmarks Ordinance 
Review Committee (LORC) on which I sit is 
starting to meet every two weeks to discuss and 
recommend proposed changes to the ordinance. 
Please be sure to email me with your feedback or 
attend any of the LORC meeting. For details and 
updated information about the planning process, 
visit cityofmadison.com/dpced/planning/the-
historic-preservation-plan/1761

• �University Avenue from Farley/University Bay Drive 
to Shorewood Blvd. is slated for reconstruction in 
2020–21. Please stay tuned for the public input 
sessions!

Thank you for your continued involvement in 
neighborhood and city issues. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me with any comments, questions, 
and/or concerns. I can be reached at district5@
cityofmadison.com or (608) 220-6986.  n

Alder Report — District 5

Alder Shiva  
Bidar-Sielaff
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238-3434
CressFuneralService.com

Di Rienzo
Monuments

PLAN AHEAD...

YOUR FAMILY WILL 

THANK YOU!

www.dirienzomemorials.com

2436 Regent Street, Madison
608-233-2724

• HEADSTONES  •  BENCHES 

• BRONZE MARKERS  •  URNS

Since 1911

HAVE A SPARE ROOM?
...and a welcoming smile?

Looking for Homestay Families
for Short-term and Long-term Students

Must be on/near busline
Rooms for international high 
school students 
Homestay compensation
Ongoing international adult 
student homestays needed

study@wesli.com  | 608.257.4300

»
»

»

Contact us for more information: 

»

Now Hiring!
• checkers • concessions staff 
• lifeguards • lesson instructors 
• assistant managers 
• master's instructors 
• water ballet instructors 
• swim team/dive team coaches 

(click on ‘Employment’ at the bottom 
of the page) or stop by Shorewood 
Hills Village Hall, 810 Shorewood Blvd. 
For additional information and job 
requirements, please see the applica-
tion or email info@shorewoodpool.com 

Applications available at 

shorewoodpool.com
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Helping moments like this become a reality. 
We make the big moves happen. 

Powerful Results. Real People.

www.LauerRealtyGroup.com 608.467.3220

I hope everybody had a safe 
and fun holiday season! 
Winter is starting to show 
up from time to time, but I’m 
sure it will be here full time 
shortly. It is very important 
to take the weather into 
consideration when driving. 
You must slow down! During 
and after the first couple of 
snow storms we responded 
to a number of accidents. We 
also had a number of streets 
that were impassable until 
the plows made it to the area.

Traffic education and enforcement has increased in 
the area since the Midtown station has opened and 

traffic will continue to be a top priority for the district 
this year. Please follow the traffic laws that include 
speed limits, red lights, stop signs, no left or right 
turn signs, etc. If we all follow the traffic laws, our 
community will be much safer.

The end of January is our shift change, which means  
there will be new faces working out of the Midtown 
District. Midtown spots were in high demand, so turn- 
over was high. Also, we welcomed the department’s 
outreach section, which was moved from downtown to 
Midtown at the beginning of the New Year.

Thank you to the Regent Neighborhood Association 
for their support of our open house last October. We 
had over 750 people take the tour of the station that 
night in three hours. Also, our community room at 
the district can be used by the public for free.  n

Update From Midtown Police Station 

Captain Jay Lengfeld  
Midtown Station
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1501 Monroe St. Madison, Wisconsin 
608.819.8230  I   thewiserestaurant.com

Free parking at

Offering Pilates apparatus sessions; private, duets, and  
small-group classes in our fully-equipped and sunlit studio.

4506 Regent Street, next to Hilldale Mall • (571) 451-7688
holdenpilates.com 

Founder/owner is RNA-born 
Regent Neighborhood resident

Change happens through movement and 
movement heals.  — Joseph Pilates
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Regent Neighborhood Association
P.O. Box 5655
Madison, WI 53705

Design. Remodel. Build.

TDSCustomConstruction.com

View our comprehensive portfolio 
and specialties on our website: 

718 Gilmore Street
Madison WI 53711

608.233.0433
www.nmns.org

Child Centered Programs with 
Emphasis on Social Development
Part Day AM or PM Classes for Children 2-6

Accredited Parent Co-op since 1972

Toddler . Pre-school . 4K 
Lunch . Summer

This newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Regent Neighborhood Association with a circulation of 1,900. The deadline 
for the May edition is March 31, 2019. We welcome articles of general interest to the neighborhood about local history or 
personalities and discussions of local issues. Please send items or inquiries to Megan Heneke at meganheneke@gmail.com. 


